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Souue RS OFT NiBIED Or T To ee HARM 
WAS AN ONERT MOVE AGAINST THE RED WINGED BEINGS TO BE MADE? sake CAPTAIN 
GALAGR WAS IN TROUBLE «.. AND SPACE CORPORAL dee OSHA HAD TO SANE HIM S 


< CAN NENER, 
RETURN Ss Lee pttad 


ee | Bure: carr be SES 
EXHAUSTE: eS. are 


AND I COULDN'T 
LEANE CAPTAIN 
GALAGRS 


SEE, EARTHLNG, 
*ou HAD PT TO 


FEEROMIS SED.! 


| 


le 


WHERE'S 
COMMANDER 4) 


MEANWHILE, LE 
US INGEST TH ae 
OES OMe Oe OR 


You 
PROMISED? 
THAT RED 


YOU CALL MES 


THERE ARE A FEW MINOR 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
ety PEOPLES AND OURS! 

E FIRE- BIROS THAT WE 
tee 1S ONE VASTLY 
IMPORTANT ONE.’ 


EXACTLY, AND 
AM THAT 
RED THING AS 


CORPORAL OSHA FOLL 

HiS ODD HOST TO A SMA 
GOLDEN BUILDING <- INTO 
SHEER LUXURY... 


IT 1S! WE HAVE 
STUDIED THE NEEDS 
OF YOU EARTHLINGS, 
THEY ARE EXAcTW 
LIKE OURS HERE ON 
NOOM .,/ 


Ou SEE, OUR PLANET HAS BEEN 
BURNING FOR EONS’ WE LIVE 
HERE IN THE COOLER UNDER- 
CRUST.” THE FIRE: -BIRDS 

LNE AGONE-IN THE HEAT . 
AND CAN FIN IN SPACE ¥. 
SO, NE PUNY BEINGS... 


PH 


THE TWo EARTHLINGS WERE FED AND RESTED, 
THEN, ON AWAKENING, WERE TAKEN ON A 
TOUR, OF THE STRANGE PLANET-.. - 


YOU SEE, OUR SOLE SOURCE OF . 
POWER IS THE BURNING SURFACE S ALL 
OUR. MACHINERY CONVERTS THE HEAT 
INTO USEFUL ENERGY To RUN OUR, 
LIZATION YOU UNDERSTAND 2 


- CORPORAL OSHA HAD A QUESTION 
TO ASK... BUT HE DIDN'T SPEAK, 
FOR, COMMANDER GALAGR HAD 
UST ARRIVED / HE SEEMED 
VERN PALE. 


Sd; FOR | ARE You ALL Was BUT, 

! 1 : U (@) 5 ’ 

CENTURIES, WE HAVE WAITED] | RIGHT: SIR = /OUT THERE, 

FOR YOU TO COME TOWS,” g <I WASN'T’ 

; JUST AS THE 

i REDO THING 

_ APPEARED: Mx 
CXYGEN SUPPLY 


FAILED.«. 


I UNDERSTAND...AND I'D )FATHER SAYS IT IS 
LIKE TO SHOW YOu : POSSIBLE NOW 
AROUND MY PLANET THAT CONTACT 1S 


ONE DAY SOON: a ee SLSe 


y 


UR NUCLEAR - SETS ARE 
USELESS: GENTLEMEN # 
SCAN LEAVE 


REBIRDS ARE WAITING... 
you HOW TO ENTER THEIR ° 


CREATURES,” 


oe 


IT TOOK EXHAUSTING MENTAL EFFORT... BUT 
HOURS LATER. : TWO CREATURES OF THE FIRES 
ee, UP THROUGH THE FLAMES INTO 


eeo - 

SLL LEAD, CORPORAL ITLL 
BE TICKUSH WORK APPROACH- 
ING QUR PATROL CRAFT? 


D THE FIRE = 
Ke Scores ry 


BIRDS IN THE HUGE RADAR- 
HEY, SKIPPER. 7 
LOOK AT FAVS mes 


ii 
, 
& 


al 


# 
> 


= 
= 
= 


AND 


COMM 


= 


SOME 
ER 


TO HAVE 


SEEMS 
SCHON 


THE 
NI 


cam 


DON'T WORRY, CAPTAIN 
Foe a a2 Soca 
YOU'LL GET THROUGH THE 
HEAT ALL RIGHT-~ONCE 
BELOW THE CRUST IN 


Al OPEN CANERN, 
SOULE BE COMFORTABLE,’ 


DR: ERNEST X. NORTON WAS A SCIENTIST FROM THE WORD GO,ANO BELIEVED NOTHING 
THAT COULON'T BE PROVED --- SCIENTIFICALLY! HE WAS IN FOR A SURPRISE ---AND YOULL BE.” 
TOO---VIHEN HE Hage telat THAT-*° 


i SCIENCE iste ONLY THING 
THAT COUNTS IN THIS WORLO 
OURG"ITS EVERYTHING 


D 
T UPERETITION “ANYTHING ET WAS THE OL OLDEST MEMBER WHO 

! Aa T CAN'T BE SCIENTIFICALLY TA-HAt : 
7 EXPLAINED AND PROVEN 15 ae pray) 


MPO 
A AY’G 
ee ae ae pe] P 
W OVERESTIMATED! iS aa < 
= a 


FAND SO OLD ANDREW MORHARDT HAD HIS SAY-~- 
“HOW ABOUT THE PAST, WHEN wy 
SCIENCE DION'T EXiSTZ HOW 

ABOUT ---AMAGIC F 


OH,CAN’T 1! THERE ISN'TONE OF YOU WHO 
HASN'T HEARD OF STROMBOL/--- THE 16TH 
CENTURY ITALIAN METAPHYSICIAN! I'VE MADE 
A STUDY OF THE MAN, AND HE WAS GREAT-HE 
HAD POWERS THAT CAN'T BE EXPLAINEP By 
SCIENCE--- BUT CAN'T BE DENIED? 


TROMBOL!] BOASTED ABOUT SEING A MALE 
WITCH? AND IT WASNT JUST TALK—HE YAS GS 


HEWES 
THERE ARE MANY OF DISAPPEARED: 
= YOU WHO CALL MEA 

CHARLATAN, WHO DOUBT MY 


PROVE THEM---TO MY CHIEF 
DOUBTER! 


= 


———— 


a 2 
“QWHEN HIS NATIVE CITY WAS ATTACKED, “BUT HE COULD DO MORE , 
THE MILLIARY SENT FOR STROMBOLI} HI . | OUST CREATE FIRE. WHEN THE 
_ |] KNOWING AIS REPUTATION---" . } | HOUSE NEXT POOR TO HIS 


COMMENCED TO BURN=-", 


"WE SUMMONED DOWN A Pra 1 
ONLY eat ne FIRE ! 


"THE ANIMAL, TOO, HAD STRANGE POW! T THE: WHOLE CITY WAS TERRORIZED BY THE CAT, 
WHEN STROMBOLI RS ATIACKED 2 Bee TP 3 AND. STROMBOLI WAS ee i 70 DESTROY, 
GREW TO MONGTROU: (fee KILLA 


DE; YOu 
WITCH'S *FAMILIAR! ALL T'VE 
“DONE 1S PUT.IT INTOA MAGICAL 


CENTURIES; 


: ; aa NAR THE FIRST WORLD SUPERSTINOUS NONSENSE---OLD 
TE NSVER We HEARD ae Here Wi praia WE EXACT Tie BE BELIEVED ONLY 
f batty 1 READ THE ; IS ON. FOOLS ! THERE'S ONLY ONE 


SOMEBODY'S GOING TO OPEN = 
RELEASED: DW ALIVE! ML PES | ie YOOLL ere t 
: ! ; KNOW YOU AS AN HONEST 
MAN, AND SO-- 


--+ 1 WANT YOU TO INVESTIGATE TRE 
TRUTH OR FALSITY OF 

ON YOUR OWN!AND IF YOU CAN'T FIND 
HONEST EVIDENCE THAT THE STORIES 
T'VE TOLD YOU ARE - TLL DONATE 
$1,000,000 TO THE NATIONAL 3 
SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATION! 


RESEARCH !AFTER ALL, YOU 
CAN'T TURN DOWN YOUR 
OWN SIDE--- AND WE'LL 
PAYAL YOUR. 
EXPENSES Re 


OKAY,OKAY! IF THAT'S 
WHAT YOU WANTT'LL 7 
P With THE 


THE ONLY WAY I CAN CONDUCT 
A FAIR SEARCH ISON 
STROMBOLI'S HOME .- ” 
_GROUNDS IN ITALY! BUT. 
HOW DO _1 GO 400- 
z. YEARS BACK. 


By HMM---IT CERTAINLY LOOKS OLD ENoueH) [Bora ; 
7 NS DREAMS T PEACEFUL- THEY Hi 
BUT I'M Ns CONG Ler THAT DistuRB | | F/LLED WITH--~ went 


JO HARM ME, WHATEVER YOU 

ARE---YOU SEEM TO WANT ME 

FO COME WITH YOUTGO AHEAD 
--1~-IM GAME 


WHAT DO YOU WANT _ 
ME TO DO-- PUS 


PAV yy 


VRID : 


THEN, AS IF WIS. JOB WAS DONE --- STROMBOLI 
BIGAPPEARED! 


CENTURIES AGO 


LL BE 11'S 
RN JE NE 
COLD HEA Be 
-FORESEEN IT? eRe 


inser 


= e Ress WS Se 
M ME A: DISCUSSION OF 16TH Toe t DON'T BELIEVE ITHITS 
EAPON: OF STROMBOLI' AN ‘Aromic EXPLOSION: 


E FORESAW THAT, 
TOO) 


"5 OWN DESIGN: 


NOW HE READ PROPHECIES OF A TERRIBLE WAR TOBE 
TOUCHED OFF IN 1939 BY A MAGMAN 
MURDERER WHO WOULD 
AND THE 
THAT OF- 
LER f BUT 
“BUT HOW? 


- 


PAZEDLY HE STOOD, WALKED 70 A 

mee / I---t CAN'T READ ANYMORE ‘a 

settee PP) | nar tus tet Tele May 

AL THIS-IT'S NS 157 Ay 
IMPOSSIBLE--- sa dale INSIPE-~ 


NOTHING F NEXT MOMENT--- TN THE 


F--- SAY--> MORHARDT Ye | LIFE ONCE MORE! 
WIE ME A DONS Dalia Beis 


wo BOUT THE 
PRCED IN A MAGICAL SUSPENVEP ANIMATION 


THAT THE CASKET WOULD BE OPENED 
ii 4+ CENTURIES--- 


ae L a and HAVE ay 
BURNED! wat 
THOSE NIGHTMARES 1 RES THAD p> 


THAT'S FUNNY, OR. NORTON: VERY FUNN FYORTON pat wags 14 TIME ee TED 
f o** BECAUSE, YOU Zee NCU DION'T. SUFFER MEMBERS OF NATIOMAL SC, : 
ROM BURNS AT ALL! YOU WERE BROUGHT FOUNDATION HEY Nace ALL ESTED, 
TERE eonai pauaiae) | beetle rated ce 
BY THE TALONS OF SOME 5 BEFOR RET MAKE. 
NSS BEAST? ME STA R. MORHA 
WisHes A y ANNOUNCE HIS 
i =6DONAT OFA MILLION 
ooo THIS 
FOUNDATION! 


Qu. YOU SEE, MR. MORHARDT 

(3 eT OEE HE'S GIVING ay ey 
ae AAs ean peaatt 

SUPPORT *=°BUT HE PIDN'T Af VE 


SPACE CALLING! 


ZT ALL BEGAN WHEN ELDERLY JASPER NOLAN,ASCIENTIST”S, IWOLAN'S HOPES WERE TIED UP WITH HIS TRANS 
A, Ii APEX RESEAREH LABOOITRES SORTED ELLA, HITTER, A MaGHINE OF nS OM DesIoNs PANTESTE | 
WITH TRANSMITTERS BETWEEN WIS REGULAR ‘AS IT SOUNDED 70 His ASSOCIATES, NOLAN BELIEVED | 

Tar soe DAY HE WOULD CONTACT WORLDS BEYOND 


UST 
DEAD SILENCE! PERHAPS, 
TAM WASTING MY TIME 
=ssMAKING A FOOL OF 


e| VOICE CONTINUED 70 COME THROUGH CLEARL 
GIVING ANT ACCURATE WORD PICTLIRE FROM THE. 
I [We WHO LIVE ON XANER 
"ARE UPRIGHT CREATURES, DISTINGUISHED] 
‘BY OUR INTELLECT. IT [5 ALTOGETHER. 
POSSIBLE: THAT YOUR FELLOW 
CREATURES ARE MUCH 
LIKE US 


‘OUR CITIES ARE MODELS OF PLA "FIND OW XANER, WE HAVE DONE AWAY WITH LABOR. 

LIVING, AND WE TAXE PRIDE IW OUR ALL TASKS, WHETHER BIG OR SMALL, ARE PERFORMED 

SCIENTIFIC ACHIEVENENTS BY ROBOTS, LEAVING US FREE TO PERFORM 
WORTHWHILE’ DUTIES--+" as 


PENE 
‘GPOKE.TO A WORLD Mm 
OUTER SPACE! I~T'VE. 


BUTT GYD CONTACT THEM, 
ONLY ROW L'CAN'T SEEM’ 


[LEAVING THE DISTRAUGHT SCIENTIOT AT THE 
THREE YOUNGER HEN RETURNED TO 
V7 


TACTED OUTER. 
1 LWAS READY! 


‘SPACE! 
TO.SPLIT MY SEAMS! 


IN INE WEEKS THAT FOLLOWED, JAGPER NOLAN BYWILE tl THE ADJOINING LAB, THE GAG WENT OW 
REMAINED GLUED TO NIG SET---/NTENT, EAGER,, 
UNAWARE OF WHAT WAS GOING ONT WavEN'T 
TG HEARD ANYTHING Bice 
. TWAT FIRST TIME, BUT, 
MAYBE TODAYS= 


Z —T\T RAPPENED AGAIN, Despite \\ [- NOW, 
BY LOOK. FELLAS, QE! MAYBE WE SHOU! INK 17M MAD, 
By HERE COMES OLD dee ‘BUT 


TYE NOTHING MORE 
SAN 


LINE TOOK HS 790 ASSOCIATES BACK 7D 
NOW TO BREAK THIS TO YOU, 

BUT THIS MORNING T TOOK 

‘THE WHOLE SET APART, AND 

FOUND, AN INCOMPLETE CIRCUIT? 
. IT RASNT. 


SUDDENLY, WITHOUT WARNING, IT HAPPENED -~A SERIES OF INEXPLICABLE 
EVENTS THAT CHANGED A CHARMING NEW ENGLAND COMMUNITY INTO A 


ee 


ee 
= spect Ht HO 
. 


GET OUT! LET ANY ONE LAYA 
FINGER ON THIS HOUSE AND TLL 
BRING THE 

DOWN AROUND THEIR EARS! 


SLOSS 


Se, 


I 


SIR~-SOMEONE PEOPL AND LOOK! THERES ) WATCH IT, SIR!YOUR 
SENDING SUCH A GIFT, AND NEW LIBRARY--: 4 CUFF HIT THE CLOCK 
NO MENTION OF THEIR _7(i{ LOOK AT IT; MY BOY," fi re TOWER! 

NAME! <A es FOYT 

y  — LEFT OUT--* aN “= ky, 


THERE CAN'T BE ANY CONN 
BETWEEN THE TWO EVENTS --- 


ECTION| | THAT EVENING---WITH GRACE 

~{T EVANS, THE MAYORS SECRETARY--« 
KNOW WHAT'S WORRY! ‘OU, 

TONY---1 WAS AT THE DOOR WHEN 

THE MAYOR KNOCKED OVER THE 

CLOCK TOWER IN THE MODEL 

VILLAGE ! BUT THEN THINGS 

LIKE THAT CAN'T REALLY 

HAPPEN:-* 

> 


TELUNG MYSELF; : 
GRACE, BUT 


“ITS FAR Jeane 
FETCHED, BUT I'M GOING des 


“TO INVESTIGATES 


OF TOWN 


5EE WHAT IT WOULD LOOK LIKE ON THE WES 
OF TOWN*™BUT I DIDN'T THINK iT WOULD 
T THE REAL STATUE! EVEN AFTER WHAT 


YESTERDAY 
WE HAVE A GRAVE = 
E CLOCK OY pROBLEMONOUR * 

FI SANDS, MAYORE. 


THIS CONFOUNDED MODEL---T 
WISH I HAD NEVER SEEN iT! 
WISH WE COULD DESTROY IT 
SOME WAY? 
ZT WOULPN'T CHANCE 
DOING A THING TO IT, NOT. 
AFTER WHAT HAPPENED 
TO THE CLOCK TOWER AND 
TO DEAL Wi { 5 
| sala OTHE: 


I THINK THE ANSWER LIES WITH 
JASPER CRANE! EDD << 
THREATEN % TEAR OUR VILLAGE 
DOWN AROUND ODREARS IF WE 
WENT AHEAD WITH THE CONDEM- | 


NATION PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 
HIS OLD HOUSE- 
HE MEANT | 


< AND I THINK 


WHAT? 
A FEEBLE OLD MAN 
LIKE JASPER CRANE 


HE'S OLD, BUT PERHAPS NOT AS 
FEEBLE AS YOU THINK! I'VE DONE 
SOME CHECKING ON CRANE'S BACK-. 
GROUND! IT TURNS OUT HE ISA 
DIRECT DESCENDANT OF OLD 
HIRAM.CRANE WHO WAS TRIED _ 
FOR PRACTICING SORCERY 

IN SALEM BACK IN 1692! 


WRECK OUR VILLAGE? 
PREPOSTEROUS? Je 


I THINK I'D BETTER GET OUT TC 
JASPER CRANE'S PLACE! THE 
CLOCKTOWER AND STATUE WERE 
AFFECTED WHEN WE MOVED THEIR 
COUNTERPARTS IN THE MODEL, BUT 
THIS POLE CAME DOWN OF ITS 
OWN ACCORD,OR THROUGH 
| ANOTHER SOURCE? m 
THATS 


RIGHT! YOU CAN 
GO OUT THERE WITH 
THE POLICE: 


IT STILL DOESN'T ™ 

MAKE SENSE! THINGS )SO SURE 
LIKE THIS DON'T ANYMORE! 
HAPPEN! 


MAYBE WE'D BETTER LEAVE THE 
POLICE ODT AT THE MOMENT-»- 
WHY STIR OLD CRANE UPZ1'D : 


LIKE TO INVESTIGATE ON MY 
OWN "PRIVATELY! 


ALL RIGHT, 
= Ss 


LATER THAT NIGH 
MAYBE TAM & 
CARRYING THIS 

TOO FAR BUT <d 

L'VE GOT TO 

GO THROUGH 

WITH IT! 


SHOCK--» 2=— ANOTHER IDENTICAL 
—SS VILLAGE---HE PROBABLY 
MANIPULATES IT WITH 
THOSE STRINGS! I'VE 
GOT TO THINK OF 
SOMETHING 


LLAGE DOWN 
EARS,AND I WILL NO ONE 
WILL ESCAPE! 


| 


sMeOw!2 
SPPEFTITIT: 


iG Be 
: STRANGE ipl 


BACKING OFF; THE ENRAGED OLD MAN RAISED A 
- FLICKERING CANDLE ABOVE HiS HEAD--> 
THERE IS NO ESCAPE} SOON 
YOUR VILLAGE Sie BE NOTHING 
(e) 


<b 


wus La THE CAT, FRIGHTENED BY THE MOVING F/ 7 THE CURTAIN 7 
UTE LEAPED FOR THE WINCOW == THEY cuuei 
aoa S GnT 
: OK ‘ CA = 


~\ 
ws 


GOT TO KEEP THESE FLAMES--- FROM 
REACHING THE MODEL VILLAGE! IF NOT. 
: UPA 


THE SMOKE--- CAN’T 
KEEP UP MUCH 


WHEN CONSCIOUSNESS RETURNED--~ 
ae SST RIGHT. 
d = 


THE FLAMES---24at 
THEY WERE z 


BUT YOUR THEORY Y 
WAS 


= = é i : ¥..) J 
ie . = ba NK 
= fa-lamulbica lf ADH 


I BLAce NOUNIAN cr ® A Pema ERS ReRETEe a NOSE ARSED THE TROY FANTASTIC STORY 


IN en cry? aS T MISSED THE TRULY FANTASTIC STORY 
y? WELL, MITCHELL, I’ WAITING! T YoU THIS STORY, = 
yourD’ BETTER HAVE A Goop t HARREY... 11'S FANTASTIC, BUT IT’S 
. TRUE! 


EXPLANATION ari WHERE 
‘YOU'VE BEEN ALL THESE 
WEEKS! 


THERE WAS A COLD- HARD GLINT IN THE EYES OF 
EDITOR MATT HARNEY AS REPORTER ROD MITCHELL 
STARTED TO UNRAVEL HIS ASTONISHING REPORT. 


YES, I SAID THE POLICE 
OQULDN'T GET ANYTHING 
QUT OF THE PEOPLE THERE 

REGARDING THE 
DISAPPEARANCE OF 
MILLIONAIRE Sages 
AINE OWNER tu 


IT BETTER BE TRUE, MITCHELL! JUST 
REMEMBER, I DON'T ogi Leh To 
TRY.TO MAKE A FOOL OF MEs 


PHONY REPORT YET, 
KNOW THAT! BUT JUDGE THIS one 
FOR YOURSELF! THREE WEEKS AGO 
you SMLBO ME INTO THIS OFFICE 
TO COVER AN ASSIGNMENT IN 


BLACK MOUNTAIN CITY... 


IF LLOYD VERNON WAS MISSING, THERD 


ee EVICENCE OF Hi yr eo 
*ALREADY I Wiis BEGINNING TO SETA 
HUNCH, «.' 
A MAN AS RICY AS 


VERNON 
MUST HAVE RELATIVES 
WHO'D BENEPIT, BY HIS 
DEMISE! 


FP WELL, OLD A4AN VERNON HAS A DAUGHTER, 
= ONLY LIVING RELATIVE! THEIR PLACE |S UP 
AT BEALMIONT DRIVE... YOU CAN'T MISS IT! 


“I GUSPECTEO GRACE VERNON WAS MORE INTERESTED IN 
COMPANY THAN Ih 
MAARSION, FOR 


tSCUSSING INSULATION FOR THE 


INNITED ME IN... 


BLACK MOUNTAIN CITY 
BAD-LOOK: 


® PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN 

geting Tne LINE Lint ON YERNON'S We | 

BUPrED SF GAVE Me AN ICY ST, weet 
WHEN f MENTIONED THAT NANG.0% ' 


IT GIVES ME THE CREEPS! 

iF J LIVED HERE, I'D BE 

TEMPTED TO VANISH 
MYSELF! 


fh oe - HEIRS STAND 
COME IN FOR A LOT OF 
money! iF IT COULD SELL THEM 
ON INSULATING THEIR HOMES, 
17? MEAN on a COMMISSION 


“THE VERNON ESTATE WES BIG ENOUGH TO TEMPT A LOT OF 

PEOPLE TO TRY SOMETHING UNDERHANDEDS AS FOR GRACE 

VERNON, SHE WAS BEAUTIFUL, AND I KNEW I WAS GOING TO 

HAVE A HARD — oh patent ds SHE WAS MY PRIME 
Su CT... 


MISS VERNON, IF YOU 
INTEND SELLING THIS 
PROPERTY, IT WILL BE TO . 
your S Peace me RAVE 


iNG_T! 
PLACE INSULATED, 
AN THIS PLACE i Gooc 


@4R, AITCHELLE 


YES, I'VE HEARD! youR FATHER 
VAN 


DO WITHOUT TRACES 


I HAVE NO IDEA WHERE HE 
IS, MR. MITCHELL! SOME OUT- 
OF-TOWN BUSINESS ASSOCIATE 
CAME TO SEE DAD, AND WHEN 
I TOLD HIM DAD HAD VANISHED 
HE WENT TO THE POLICE! 


: *? SBIZED THE OPPORTUNITY OF 
at fed ik SEBING THAT GRACE VERNON 
Tone? WAS NOT LONELY WHILE I WAS 
eo aaa! AROUND! I STARTED SEGING HER. 
e EVERY DAY, DATING HER! THAT 
SHOULD EXPLAIN WHY MY EXPENSE 


STHERE WAS A JOB TO BE DONE 
BUT THAT DION'T STOP ME FROM 
FEELING LIKE A HEEL WHEN [ TOOK 
GRACE BY THE HAND AND LED HER 
OUT TO THE GARDEN PATIO...” 


ACCOUNT CAME PRETTY HIGH, MR G 
3 DARLING, DO DON’T 
HARNEY...” YOU THINK PM 2A /svisan 
HANGING AROUND AL eee 
ROD, f DON’T WANT You THIS me JUST ON } THERE ARS 


SOME THINGS 


TO FEEL YOU'VE GoT To JUST ¢ 
ENTERTAIN ME BECAUSE I Nee Rao T 
ONCE SAID T WAS LONELY! Ou SEE fa 
YOU WON'T MAKa@ MUCK : E 
PROFIT INSULATING THE 

HOUSE AT THIS RATE! 


*YES, I-PRETENDED TO BE IN LOVE WITH GRACE, BUT NO 

AMOUNT OF COAXING COULD GET HER TO TELL M& WHAT WAS NOT FOR ANY AMOUNT! WE JU 

BEHIND THIS MYSTERY! T HAD NO MORE SUCCESS WITH OTHER KNOW THE ANSWER? 
PEOPLE IN TOWN WHOM I TRIED TO QUESTION...” 


MISTER, YOU'RE BARKIN' UP THE WRONG TREE! 
NOBODY IN THIS TOWN’LL TELL YOU WHAT HAPPENED 
TO MR. VERNON! 


p= ft JUST CAN'T GO BACK & 
TO THE PAPER WITHOUT THIS 
STORY, NOT WHEN I'VE BEEN 
GONE SO LONG AND SPENT 
SO MUCH MONEY... 


NOT EVEN _FOR 
TWENTY-FIVE 
DOLLARS? 


“THERE WERE OTHERS WHO SHOWED SOME WILLINGNESS 
TO TALK FOR A PRICE, BLT EVERY TIME I SHOWED UP 
WITH THE MONEY, I GOT THE SAME STORY...” 


CHARLIE EVANS? FUNNY THING 
ABOUT CHARLIE...HE WAS SITTING SUPPOSE 
HERE, WAITING FOR YOU, MISTER. YOU DON'T 

TURNED AWAY FOR A MOMENT, KNOW 4 
LOOKED BACK, AND HE WAS GONE. THING ABOUT. 

DISAPPEARED INTO THIN AIR! mm iT! NOT MUCH 
y YOU DON'TS 


Sf FOUND.A MAN WHO SBEMED TO BE ON THE VERGE OF 
TELLING ME SOMETHING, ETT ee = WENT TO HIS HOUSE 


MY HUSBAND ISN'T HERE, AND HE 
WON'T BE HERE ANY MORE! HE VANISHED 
RIGHT AFTER SUPPER! AND DON'T ASK MB 

WHERE HE |S, ‘CAUSE I DON'T KNOW! 


INSTEAD OF LEARNING THE TRUTH 
ABOUT LLOYD VERNON'S DISAPPEAR: 


le{ MORE AND MORE HOUSES 
ABANDONED! ONLY A FEW 


BUT FIRST I'VE GoT To SEE 
eRACE! 


LLING 1 L/ED, THAT 
WSPAPER REPORTER, 
5 KNOW NOW I'M REALLY 


JOB TO DO! BUTI 

TOLD YOU BEFORE, 

THERE ARE THINGS 
ABOUT ME You 


JUST DON'T KHOW! 
I CAN'T GO WITH 


THERE WAS HIGH RADIOACTIVITY, SO THE 
ENDANGERED PEOPLE MOVED AWAY! BUT THE 
RADIOACTIVITY HAD A STRANGE EFFECT, 
LEFT LIVING “MAGES OF THE PEOPLE 
BEWIND! AS THE EFFECT WORE OFF, THE 
MAAGES VANISHED! THAT'S WHY I CAN'T 
FELL YOU WHERE FATHER IS...OR MY OWN. 

REAL BEING! 


EOITOR MATT HARNEY STOOD STARING OUT OF THE WINDOW 
MOODILY FOR FIVE MINUTES, THEN TURNED AROUND, 


STARTLED... 


OH, SO YOU'VE CHANGED YOUR MIND, 
MITCHELL! ARE YOU READY TO TELL 
ME THE TRUTH @ 


GRACE VERWON NEVER 
ANSWERED, CHIEF! SHE 
FADED AWAY, VANISHED! 


MITCHELL, 

T WARNED YOU NOT 
TO MAKE A FOOL OF 
me! GET cur! 
YOU'RE FIREG! 


T DON'T CARE WHAT YOU'VE DONE. 
DON’T EVEN WANT TO HEAR! 


FAULT OF THE BLACK 
MOUNTAINS! MY FATHER 
ORDERED A SECTION OF 
MOUNTAIN BLASTED AWAY 
BECAUSE HE BELIEVED 
THERE WAS A BIS 
COPPER VEIN THERE! 
BUT IT WAS 
PITCHBLENDE, J 


I WAS PLANNING ON 
LEAVING ANYHOW, HARNEY! 
I‘ VE GOT To FIND GRACE 
VERNON..THE REAL GRATE! 

A IN LOVE WITH HERS 


HARNEY SOON KNEW THE TRUTH, FOR ONE MOMENT 


ROO MITCHELL'S /MAGE WAS SITTING THERE, SILENTLY 


SMILING...THE NEXT INSTANT, /7 WAS GOWES 


SSHECHO 


My name ts John Powell. If you look me up in the classified télaphone book you will find 
that | am listed as an “acoustic expert.’ Sounds good, doesn’t it? Well, 11 show | make my 
living for actually what | do js to study sounds. When there is trouble in c-recording studio 
with the equipment, they send for me. Or if a scientist wants to magnify certain vibrations, then 
1 am his man. If you have trouble with your car, 1 can listen to-the motor and atalyze the dif. 
Ficulty from the sounds 

1 make a good living so there Is no complaint. Then one day ! get aphone cel ‘rom the 
British Embassy. A Jord Harrington and his daught going to, visit me. What time will be 


convenient? . 
sin my houseanbomer 


“Make it ten tomorrow morni 
red brick house on Alterton Av 

| have to have my office in my house because | need a lot of room for my equipment, and 
some of it | haye invented and that brings in the extra money. They certainly are punctual. He’s 
a thin middle-aged man, And she’s beautiful with those big brown eyes and dark jet black hair. 
Her name is Pamela and | like it. She does the talking for her father. 

“We own a castle in England. Near Strattsfordshire in the south of England,” she tells me, 
It has been in the family for more than six hundred years, but for the last fifty years it had been 
unoccupied. There are voices in the castle. The walls speak and that is sufficient to drive any- 

“ene mad who would have to stay there."* 

“You heard those voices yourself?" | asked. 7 

"OF course,”’ she smiles back. "The main voice is that of our famous ancestor, Sir Roger 
Harrington. He captured many Spanish ships and won a fortune for himself and his queen. Then 
for some strange reason, he had a quarrel with his best friend, George Kamstan, Both had their 
own ships and a terrible battle took place. 

A ‘sort of a curse was then placed upon our f 
would be no peace until the two families were ited. This so affected Sir Roger Harrington 
that he came to the castle and never left it. According to tradition he has hidden a vast treasure 
there. And with it poper that gives ownership only when there is peace and harmony ameng the 
two families.”” 

“i you believe all that," | said, "You really don't 
by stone and find the treasure. That is, provided it is th 

Maybe this was an attempt to be funny. She just ignored it and came to the point of their 


” | replied over the phone. “'My o! 


ily by the dying George Kamstan. There 


1d me. Tpar the castle down. Stone 


‘We want you to come to England with us,’” she continued. ‘We are going to open the 
castle and live in it. Our finances are rather low due to the high taxes. If you can find the trea-\. 
sure it would help us. Since by special law, all ancient treasures that are found are tax free. 
Actually, Queen Elizal gave Sir Roger Harrington what is known as a patent. A document 
saying that the fortune he earned was for himself and his heirs, forever and without any diminu> 

tion.” 

| figured that if they were willing to pay me, I would go along and see what I could do. We 
discussed the terms. They agreed to pay oll my expenses to England and back home again. Also 
‘bout one hundred and fifty dollars a week for a period of not less than twenty weeks. We ta 
about other details and then they left, but the pretty image of Pamela was with me. 

Two weeks later | was in that big cold stone castle near Strattafordshire. In its day it could 
have withstood any attacking party. Lord Harrington brought some of his staff of servants wi 
him, One thing that made the stay pleasant was the fact that | was a lot with Pamela. 

aid you sary) FiaMiog during eae War 11 ene to know. = ms 

“| was in the army but never le! admitted. “Working on decoding ene! 

{sound messoges. Had the rank of @ Malor So See Sse 


ty was chilly Saturday Sroning when the volce began to speck, The butler, James rusl 


of my best frlend. The curse 
ings!” 

it 1 fli 

ich 


Co! 
ick?" she wanted to know. a 
io,"" | told hers “But | want to: get that stone out of the wall and do some further checking. 
1 love you. Does that mean anything to you?’* S 

“They do soy you Americans are so romantic," she laughed. "'I have a. level head onmy 
shoulders. Let us just stick to work.'” a 3 
3 "4p isn't as simple cs that,"” I replied. “Love will play a port in solving this mystery. t 

yow it"? < 

The workman come ond removed the big stone. There, was a passqge way behind that stone. 
A narrow stuircose that took us down to a room way below the surface of the earth. We found a 
big chest ond Lord Harrington had it opened. A fortune in diamonds, pearls, and bullion greeted 
‘ur eyes, And there was a rolled parchment. It wo's opened and Lord Harrington road its 

“The curse sholl be Jifted when the two families are united."* : 

Loter we oll ate and there was a peculiar silence when we went into the library room. 

“You can record a message on magnetic wire or tape," | said to Pamela, “Let us say that 
somehow the shoutings of the Eorl became recorded on that stone. | can’t prove this scienti-~ 
fically, When the temperature changed, the message was heard. | am certain you will find a high 
irori ore content in shat stone."? 

“Then you do believe in the ghost,"* said Pamela, 

“Will you marry me?” | demanded. en 

“'Ho, ho, she grinned, “Now | am on heiress and you want'me for my fortune. 

"1 want you first of oll for yoursell,"* I*replied. And then slowly | added something else. 

Perhaps it was destiny thot brought us together. ‘The letter from my aunt told me L was the 
lost male living descendent of George Kamsian who was born in Turkey in the year 1523 and be~ 
come a subject of Queen Elizabeth and was knighted for his bravery. | knew that some of my 
Gncestors on my mother's side had come from Turkey."* 

We all live in that castle now. It has a lot of Improvements including running water and elece 
tric heat, Sure, | enjoy the life of a Hhigont oe In England with « beautiful wife.'* 

END 


“SECRET Ht REGRET TA(Ce? 


you ARE ou, 
CAPTIVE 


STORY:- 


: 6 xokhro OSAKI 


IN ITS WAKE CAME AN ARMY EXPLORATION UNIT, 
CHECKING ON THE ACCURACY | OF [TS FLIGHT--- 


IT WAS THE BODY OF A MAN *\ THEY REMOVED HIM FROM HIS “WHEN HE WAS SEIZED ---CAPTURED BY 
+++ FROZEN IN THE ICE THROUGH, SHROUD OF ICE.TOSEE WHETHER ) POLAR BEARS! THEY WRESTEP H/S Je 
JTHE LONG YEARS**: =X] HIS PAPERS WOULD. REVEAL WEAPONS AWAY, BUT DIDN'T SEEM TO ff 
ANYTHING OF INTEREST: AND {| ) WANT TO HARM HIM -->" fpmmmmcerecnenmmelan 
J) THEY DID! T WHAT THE---HEY, THIS (5--- Pm 2 ee 
THIS 1S CRAZY-.-HE MUST, UNBELIEVAGLE-- 2 ese 


CLOSE STUDY 
OF THE HISTORY | [| HAVE BEEN OUT OF HIS g 
IN 2 OFARCTIC | HEAD WHEN HESCRAWLED & 
EXPLORATION! HE IT DOWN! IT SAYS HE GOT je 
GEPARATED'FROM THE {=aaaaee 


WAS SVEN MARCUSSON, 
REST OF HIS EXPEDITION 
***LOST AND WANDERING 


BB THE EXPLORER WHO - 

BY DISAPPEARED MYSTERIOUSLY, 

WITHOUT A TRACE, IN THIS { AMID. THE SNOW AND 
REGION BACK IN 1906! ICE+** 


TAS Z f \ bz te f 4 Z - 2 
UW, ss : Wm Fd 
“THEY HERDED HIM TOA CAVE INA HUGE MOUNTAIN OF ICE NOT SL « i © 
FAR FROM HERE--- WHERE THE BEARS SUDDENLY VANISHED! WATS 
IN THEIR PLACE CAME-*+" Ss R 5 
W OU ARE OU altliZZN OUTEFOR | _= 
AP y f So ith ss —— 
= a 3 5 SWE WILL MAKE OUR- 
; "Ee TD _SELVES OVERIN YOUR 
ZR NIMASE, SPY OUT OUR 
SO Z CIVILIZATION 


~ 
\ 


mR 

yn : 
F WE LIKE 17, 

MAKE : 


we AND I 


Loe pec 
Is a “a 
ONG HAVE We BEEN WITHOUT BODIES I; —| 
a IN HORROR=+4 "he CHANGE SEEMED TO.TIRE THEM:--ANO MARCUSSON. 
oe THN. As al : =e S MANAGED TO CREEP OUT OF THE CAVE WHILE THEY, 
, DOZED!" AYERE'S NO“TELLING We 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF > 
THEY'RE ALLOWED To 


ONCE THEY KNEW THIS CURIOS'TY SOT 
THE BETTER OF THEM. THE STORY SEEMED 
|MPOSSIBLE BUT IT HOULON'T HURT, 
JUST TO SEE THE MOUNTJAIN--- ee 
YOU GOTTA ADMIT THAT THERE WAS )) 
A CAVE THERE---AND THAT THE <a 
ENTRANCE [5 == 2 
BLOCKED STAND ASiVE MEN. 
UP--- HERE'S WHERE VE 
TRY THIS SUPER- 


THAT'S ALL---|T ENDS THERE!’ HE 
NEVER. FOUND HIG WAY BACK 
WE KNOW THAT.I'M BETTING THAT 
HE WANDERED UNTIL HE WENT OUT 
OF HIS HEAD IMAGINED ALL THIS 
AND PUT IT DOWN ON PAPER 
BEFORE HE DIED! 


THERE---THAT SHOULD 
HOLD THEM IN IT 
HOPE ! y 


THERE'S ONLY 
ONE THING CAPTAIN. 
FUNNY, BUT THIS 

MAP SHOWS THAT 
THERE /S A 


SEEz NOTHING! IT 
JUST GOES TO SHOW 
THAT WE SHOULDN'T 
GO GETTING OURSELVES 
IN ASWEAT ABOUT THE 
RAVINGS OF A DYING 
MAN! THE WHOLE STORY 
WAS IMPOSSIBLE! 


THOSE FLAMING IF THEY 
BALLS ---THEY SAID = Do--- HOW 
HOLY ---SMOKE! LIKE HE SAID : may THERE WERE A LOT CAN WE 
--- THEY MADE THEMSELVES OVER MORE LIKE THEM---@ STOP 
INTO HIS IMAGE! mace, AGAINT me THEMT Ge 


EACH GENERATICN I¢ BORN TO MEET A NEW CHALLENGE---BORN TO FACE NEW DANGERS, 
‘NEW FRONTIERS.BUT WHO KNOWS WHAT PERILS LIE IN WAIT FOR TOMORROWS 
GENERATIONS ~-THE PIONEERS OF THE FUTURE WHO WILL MARCH OFF TO COMWUER-- 


@ YEAR 2300-- DEEP IN THE, 
VAST SWAMPS OF THE PLANE! 
VERUS Z 
HERES THE DRILLING REPORT ON 
WELL HUMBER 6,MMR. CAIN. WERE. 
DOWN TO 5.000 FEET-~AND NOT. 
‘A SIGN OF OAL. 1 TELL YOUWERE, 


05 
FINDING OIL HERE ON 


i> 


‘AND WHAT HAYE WE GOT HERE ON 
VENUS? JUST SWAMPS STIFLING: 
HEAT AND THIS ETERNAL FOG f 


GROWING HUMAN, 
s RACE! + 


‘SWIFTLY CAN LED AN ARMED PAETY 


THEN, SOMEWHERE DEEP WITHIN HIS TINY BRAIN, THE 
-SADRIAN FELT THE IMPACT OF THEIR WEAPONS, AND--° 


ANYMORE OF THOSE BIG 


BSN ONES WANDERING INTO 


ceil 
SWAMP LIZARDS TRYIKS 
- TO Ger THROUGH CUR 


WATS NATURAL, 
RAFTER ALL, 
1S GOING THROUGH ITS. 


NOT DON'T UNDER- 
[GTAND. ANY DOES MAN- 
KINO NEED ONL F AFTER 
ALL THERES ATOMIC 
ENERBY 


‘ON A FO6: BOUND PLANET 
LIKE VENUS, WEVE GOT TO BE 
CAREFUL OF RADIATION.\F WE | 
USED ATOMIC ENERGY FOR ALL 
OUR POWER, THIS HUMID” 

‘ATMOSPHERE WOULD 
SOON BE PO\SONED. 


BESIDES.WE STILL NEED OL 
TO POWER OUR TRACTORS AND 
SMALL VEHICLES *-T0 RUN OUR 
SWAMP BOATS. OIL TO LUBRICATE: 
‘ALL MANS MACHINERY. WITHOUT 

‘OIL,QUR COLONIES ON VENUS 

WILL NEVER SUCCEED! 


THIS PLANET COULD BE A 
FRESH BEGINNING FOR THE 
HUMAN RACE'“-A NEW FRONTIER 


TT THINK ALLENS DETERMINATION WAS PAYING OFF. FOR ONLY. 
UNDERSTAND, A WEEK AFTERWARD--~ 17S GETTING MORE 


ALLEN: THERE (T (5, WR. CAIN, YE PROMISING EVERY DAY? 
TO-ABSORB OUR TEEMING THE LAST CORE TAKEN MM I TELLYOU, WE'RE 
BILLIONS“ NEW WORLD FROM TEST WELL BOUND To WIT 


FOR OUR DANNY, AND THE J " , 
KIDS IN HIS NUMBER S.. REO TOO 
GENERATION! 


Bur Ar THAT VERY MOMENT, A HIGH ABOVE.A FLYING REPNLE | [THE GREAT WINGED BEAST, 
MENACING SHADOW DRIFTED SOARED THROUGH THE MISTS:** | | SWOOPED DOWNWARD 


DANNY! 
DANNY! 


BUT ALLEW WAS THERE ON THE RUN, A BEAM RIFLE ITS ALL RIGHT Now, 
ALREADY IN KIS MANDS=* CEIL! THERES NO 
MORE DANGER! 


THE SIRENS? 
THAT DOES ITLIM NOT RISKING TLLTALK TO YOU 
JAY BABY'S LIFE IN THIS HORRIBLE LATER-~1 HAVE 
}] PLACE. I'M LEAVING FOR THE To. GO NOW! 
SPACE-PORT 
‘word THE 


NOW WAIT A 
‘MINUTE! YOURE 
TOO EXCITED TO 


THINK 
STRAIGHT. 


GUNS AT FULL 
CHARGE-~-GIVE 


"NOTHING COULD HOLD THE AWESOME POWER OF 
THOSE TANG CREATES: EVACUATE THE 
THEY'VE BROKEN THROUGH OMEN AND 
OTHE TEST WELLS! MONS (CHILDREN! WEVE 


feat a HEAD EN. THEN. Spee =] 


ZT MUST HAVE BEEN THE ANESOME 
WEIGHT OF THE CHARGING HERD THAT 
DID 17 DEEP DOWN BENEATH THE 
PEAKING MORASS SOMETHING BROKE 
ees THAT NOISE! 
1 SOUNDS LIKE] 
AN EARTH- 


E7 ALLEN DARLING 
YOU CAN'T Go 
BACK THERE ! 
THOSE CREATURES~>, 


FAS THE TORCH STRUCK THE POOL, IT EXPLODED INTO, 
FLAMES: ar 


TERROR-STRICKEN BY THEIR PRIMEVAL FEAR, 
OF FIRE, THE GIANT REPTILES FLED** 
re 
= 


THEY'VE GONE! 
‘AND AFTER THAT, 


DOSE OF FIRE, 
THEY'LL NEVER 
RETURN? 


COME ON MEN, LET'S 
GET BACK TO WORKS, 


‘ALLEN DARLING BACK THERE 
WHEN YOU WERE RUNNING 
TOWARD THOSE HORRIBLE 
CREATURES WITH THAT 
TORCH, KNEW I WAS. 
WRONG~-THAT I COULD 
NEVER LEAVE YOU! 


TT WAS AT THAT MOMENT THAT THE BLASTING HEAT 
(MOMENTARILY BURNED AWAY THE AGE-OLD MISTS OF. 
THE PLANET VENUS 7 
11'S JUST LIKE 
BEING BACK 
HOME ON EARTH 
AGAIN 


‘000 OLD GOL! es] 


THAT SUNIS A os "AND WHEN THAT DAY =] 
PROMISE,CEIL.SOME COMES, THIS PLANET WILL 
DAY MAN WILL FIND }{ BELONG 10 US--AND 21 
AWAY OF CONQUER: J: \__OUR CHILORENE 

ING THE ETERNAL >< 
MISTS OF VENUS? 


NOBODY KNEW ABOUT ED TWIMBLY'S DREAMS,OR THE AMALING RESULTS THEY WOULD LEAD To. 
_ LEAST OF ALL HIS GIRLFRIEND KAZEL, WHO PROCLAIMED | | 


| “ELM CITY'S 
(7% DULLEST PLACE! 


Re 
i | 


4 


| 
} 


. - = a 
gS Nae I EES EE 
“ts We SN es 


Bir HALEL MUFF THOUGHT DIFFERENT ~- 
rag! aks -Saper NO, IT'S NOTIT THINK 


PLACE I'VE EVER SEEN-~ 


BUT APPARENTLY HAZEL DIP MEAN 
IT! WHAT SHE WANTED WAS A GO- 
GETTER, AN& SHE FOUND ONE IN 
GEORGE JELINEK, MANAGER OF, 
THE LOCAL RMARKET--- 


1D0 YEAH ® SAY, I WAS 
DECLARE,  THINKING---HOW'S 
GEORGE, J ABOUT YOU AND ME 
YOU'RE THE 4 STEPPING OUT SOME 
FUNNIEST } NIGHT? NOT INA 


© eee ELM CITY'S THE DULLEST“™ 


FIND THE FIRST THING YOU KNOW, 
THERE WAS POOR ED, LEFT OUTIN 


AW, HAZEL! 


AND YOURRE JUST AS 
YOU KNOW YOU 


DULL AS ELM CITY.ED. 
TWIABLY---SATISFIED TO, 
LEAP A BORING LIFE, 
WORK AT A WORTHLESS 
JOB. IM BESINNING TO 
THINK THAT I MADE A 


WHE WENT TO HAZEL'S HOUSE, TO. 


7 
HH -MM HLT WOULDN'T THE X-RAYS SHOW A BLOOD 
MND Te We IA, INOPERABLE SPOT? I HOE 
HURTS -- IF ONLY 1 : 
WOOL 7 THAT ITLL BE ABSORBED. 
OR THAT (T WILL BREAK 
LOOSE ANO BE CARRIED 


BECAUSE VERY TROUBLE 15 QVHEN ED LEFT THE HOSPITAL, HE, 
LITTLE 15 KNOWN \ YOU'RE A WORRY: ) | FOUND HIMSELF LOST W/THOUT Wie 
CONCERNING THE | WARTIEVERY- WATZEL---HE PLUNGED INTO ANY Ji 
EFFECT OF SUCH THING'LL BE KIND OF RECREATION TH. 

BLOOP CLOTS IN 4 ALL RIGHT, ; OFFERED ITSELF--- : 


eee THE NORMAL SKULL OF 
AND SEE! A | NEANDERTHAL MAN WAS 
ae sears LONG. WIDE ANP LOW--"WITH A 
FLATTENED REAR SO THAT 
THEHEAD SEEMED SETONA 
THICK BULL NECK. THE BROW 
RIDGES WERE 


MASSIVE, THE P 
CHIN LACKING--~ 


THANK GOSH I STAYED AWAKE ZT WAS A DEEP SLEEP, A STRANGE SLEEP. HEMORES OF 
LONG ENOUGH TO GET HOME! NOW 


THE EVENING'S LECTURE SEEMED TO GRIP HiM-- 
FOR A GOOD SLEEP---I FEEL AS STRANGE VISIONS SWAM INTO WIS CONSCIOUSNESS --~ 
IF I'LL NEVER WAKE UP! = 


THEN CAME A DREAM-~THE STRANGEST OREAM HEO 
EVER HAD! HE WAS WANDERING, LOST, IN A STRANGE, 
FORBIDDING LAND++» WHERE AMLE 

HOW'D 1 EVER 


_ GET HERE:-F 
WL: ae fs 
€; 


Vi} 


Wz£Y. IT WAS A NEANDERTHAL**-A CAVEMAN 
o: MOVING IN BELLIGERENTLY-** 7 o 
N-NOW WAIT=--< 3 
IRIN A F-FRIENG J 


"EN A MOMENT, THE SPREADING FLAMES HAD ) aml 
ROUTED THE CAVEMEN: -- cat a De 
WP 


L 

1D BETTER MAKE MYSELF Et 
SCARCE ---1F THEY EVER LAY 4 
THEIR HANDS ON ME, THERE'LL \ ¥ 

BE TROUBLENFICAN 7). \ Fy hse 
ONLY CLIMB THIS CLIFF vf 
ANO GET OUT OF : ( } 
RANGE--- 2g : 


CATCH ME SURE BE VES, NE WAS ASLEEP DREAMING --. 
--+ALL UP WITH BUT NOW SOMETHING VERY 
a3 STRANGE WAS HAPPENING: 
ou 


THEY'LL CATCH ME - 
SURE-~IT'LL BE 

ALL UP WITH 

7 Gp © 


PUB 
UNUSUAL THINGS-- 


ia 


BUT IN THIS VERY MOMENT 
OF PERIL--- 


THEY---THEY'RE 
GONE ! OR HAVE f 


CAVEMEN AND CINOSAURS--- 

EXACTLY WHAT I DREAMED 

OF! AND THAT HOLE IN MY WALL, 
u } AS \F SOMETHING GIG HAD t 

BIG HAD BURST OUT THROUG BUSTED QUT-~AND THEN THEY 

THE WALL! WHATEVER IT WAS, fel SPOT THOSE THINGS DOWN AT 
I WAS IN SUCH A DEEP 18) THE SUPERMARKET! ITS CRAZY, 

f\ COIN 


guorrel 
EME! 
HEY V 


OW 70 WIN HER BACK THE WROTE TOTHE 
PVICE TO THE LOVELORN PROGRAM ON 
TELEVISION--- AN? GOT HIS ANSWER OVER THE 


BUT ED FORGOT IT AS THE DAYS PASSED, FOR WE 
HAD SOMETHING ELSE TO OCCUPY HIS THOUGHTS 
+++ HALEL+*- [*§)6H £5 ---OH IF ONLY 1 
COULD GET HER BACK’: BUT INEARTBRO: 
SHES SO TIED UP WITH THAT WRITES THAT HIS GIRL'S LEFT 
HIM, AND WANTS ADVICE ! MAY- 
BE YOU CAN WIN HER BACK 
WITH A NEW APPROACH, ED, BE 


WESSIR,HE-WAS GOING TO LEARN THIS KNIGHT- WHEN HE RETIRED THAT N/GHT, VISIONS OF KNIGHT- 
HOOD JAZZ! HE READ EVEKy BOOK OW IT THAT, HOOD THRONGED HIS BRAIN. HE WAS STRANGELY ‘ 
THE LOCAL LIBRARY HAD->- See Ba a ag Pe ier Oe 
CAN'T--KEEP MY" 
EYES OPEN! I REMEMBER 
THE LAST TIME I FELT -» 


MSISTENT 
WEARGY, HE OPENED WIS EVES---AND 
THERE TO H/S. AMAZEMEAT-~ 


IDEA OF WAKING 
ME UP 7 1 KAS GO 
SLEEPY, I---- 


WHY, HE HAD BEEN Tr = 5PORTED BADK IN TIME TO 
MEDIEVAL ENGLAN 2: r= WAS BROUGHT BEFORE KING 
ARTHUR---AND ME’ THE ROVAL WIZARD-~ 
YOU UEST,KING AFTHJ@! ) (NEVERTHELESS, A 
HOW COULD THE MAGIC OF CONTEST BETWEEN 
THIS STRANGER BE GREATER / YOU WOULD BE 


HE SHALL SOON 
SEE MY POWERS 
WATCH! 


TONSUE OF DBAs 
WIG OF BAT ~ 
SOON YOPLL WONDER 
WHERE YOU'RE AT! 4 


ez / 


ims LE Le: I AVS 
= 


~-> THEY'LL HAVE =e 
ME ---IN A SECOND:-- 


THERE WAS ONLY ONE THING FOR 
ED 10 DO---RUN {BUT WIS 


RELENTLESSLY-*- IT 
CAN'T GET 
AWAY-~T CAN'T 
TRUN A 


THERE IS TIME ENOUGH ) | 
FOR THAT LATER! FIRST, I 
WOULDST SEE THIS STRANGE 

LAND INTO WHICH WE HAVE 
COME! 


W-TYPE DRAGON 
z SHALL 


THEN, FROM IME SHAPOWS OF HIS 
ROOM ---ONCE MORE, THE UNBELIEV- 
ABLE WAS WAPPEN/NG-~ yume 


THOU ANGERSTS 
ME, KNAVE “AND 
WHEN MERLIN IS 

ANGER=D-+- 


24-04 17'S GEORGE AGAIN:-- 


/ OOK WHAT YOUVE 

DONE TO MY CAR. YOU 
+ YOU IDIOTS ? WHATS. 
THE BIG IDEAOF THE | 
DUMB GETUPS, ANYWAY 


---MERLIN'S TOMIGUE OF ORAGOM Tee 


MAGIC WING OF BAT-- 
FOLLOWS! 


GOON YOU'LL WONDER 
WHERE YOURE AT! 


s*+ YOU MUST BE 


MY--MY OWN 
HEAD'S BACK 
ON, THANK \. 
GOSH! 


OruNK! 


AIN HOUR LATER WHEN ED PASSED 


THE SPOT, THEY WERE STILL ARGUING 


ABOUT IT ALL--- umapscamee 
AT FIRST WHEN I SPOTTED 
THOSE TWO ON THE HORSE, 
I FIGGERED THEY WERE 


OH, BOY, WHAT A DREAM 
+s MERLIN AND THAT 
KNIGHT CHASING ME 
ANO ALL--T'M GLAD 
~~ TO BE AWAKE! 


WONSENSE! WAS IT MASS 
DELUSION THAT DID THIS To 
MY CAR EF ANO THEN THAT 


“JM SURE THE WHOLE THING'S 
CONNECTED SOMEHOW WITH THAT 
BLOOD CLOT ON MY BRAIN! SOME- 
HOW, WHEN I DREAM, I ENTER 
ANOTHER DIMENSION:--AND THE 
CREATURES THERE ARE ABLE 10 
FOLLOW ME BACK INTO MY OWN. 
WORLD! THEN, WHEN I WAKE 

UP, THE CONTACT BETWEEN THE 
DIMENSIONS IS SHATTEREO--- ° 
‘AND EVERYTHING THAT DOESNT 
BELONG HERE DISAPPEARS! 


4 


ME ---MARRY YOU? I'v ; : “THAT NIGHT, TO DROWN HIS WOES.ED WENT TO THE 
PROBABLY HAVE TO KEEP ON MOVIES. IT WAS A PIRATE PICTURE,ALL ABOUTA 
WORKING FOR THE REST OF BUCCANEER QUT OF HISTORY--CAPTAIN MMALEWO, 


MY Aes . Seg ort ; fm | CRUELEST AND RICHEST OF ALL PIRATES-- 
WHO { oop, a LUCKY GUY---HE HAD 
EASY LIFE--AND. THAT'S MORE MILLIONS THAN YOU 
COULD SHAKE A STICK AT- 


FF SOMEBODY COULD GO BACK TO His: "WES, HE COULD DOIT—-AND IF WE WERE LUCKY SOME- 
TIME, THEY MIGHT GRAB OFF SOME OF THAT NOW 'HE ALIGHT GAIN ENOUGH WEALTH TO BE SUREOF 
TREASURE ! WELL. CAN 6O BACK—AW CWE HAZEL | BUT IF. HE WAS GOING TO DREAM OF MALEWO, 
GF MAY OREARAS { AND IFT CAN ONLY FIGURE HED AYE TO CONCENTRATE ON H/MN FIRST, ANOSO 
OUT SOME WAY. SO THE TREASURE WON'T 
DISAPPEAR WHEN I WAKE UP.-- 


BUT ME COULDN'T TEL. WHEN THE DREAM PYOULD COME, 
FOR THAT DEPENDED UON THE BLDOD CLOT IN KIS BRAIN. 
WE WAITED FOR WEEKS --AND THEN, FINALLY, THAT BY- 

NOW FAMILIAR FEELING ---THAT SENSATION OF OVER- 


, 


TT PAGNT FOR NOTHING THAT MALEVO) 
WAG CALLED THE CRUELEST OF ALL 
PIRATES . HIS PREY CAPTURED, HE 


THEY MADE * 


THEM --- WALK THE 
Pgs? PLANK! THERE'S 


RUT IT WAS USELESS FOR THE PIRATES OVEROWME 
HIM SWIFTCY--> WATE ROKE 
1 DONT KNOW WHO WOULD YOU SLAY 
HE 15, OK HOW HE CAME_) THE OVAL PRINCESS 

OF ENGLAND: —YWHEN 
YOU CAN GAIN THE 
BIGGEST RANSOM 
EVER PAI # 


CLOSE WHEW -- 


IT WAS LIKE MAGIC! HARDLY DID HIS Eyes 

i GOOD GOsu, *~= 

ITS HAPPEMED! 

I'MA ON A PIRATE 

SHIP, BACK IM Time YE 
“- AND THEYRE oo / 


TERROR WAS PLAIN UPON HER 
BEAUTIFUL FACE. ED ACTED 


TT#AS A PURE BLUFFOF COURSE, THROWN OUT IND | 
DESPERATION ~-- BUT--- 


Wie XT 


THEY WERE LUCKY, UP TO THE POINT OF GETTING ZT WAS AN INCENDIARY GRENADE THAT ED 
THE TREASURE. BUY AT THE LAST MOMENT~- DREAMED UP. THE PURSUING PIRATES WERE CUY, 


LT GAVE THEM PREC! MALEYO-HES 
MOMENTS--- ENOUGH TO BOUND To HAVE 
ESCAPE FROM THE SHIP. oS, Ni : HIS REVENGE-; 
BUT AS SAFETY NEAR: oF 


HERE'S ANOTHER THING THAT 
DIDR'T DISAPPEAR, THANK HEAVENS! 


aX 


ig 
td 


/ ee 
aa 
ls 


THE NEMS SOON GOT AROUND. THAT ED HAD SOMEHON 
SOMENHERE, INTO MONEY-~-LOADS OF IT! YOU, 


G / y] i, fi 


Mout 


eae 


Bur ED nas A BIT 100 OPTIMIGTIC! NO SOONER HADHE ~ 
REACHED THE MIDOLE OF THE FRAIL CROSSING WHEN:-- Ss 


‘THERE WAS NO ESCAPE---HE WAS HOPELESSLY TRIPPED! | 7REM SUPDENLY---FROM OUT OF NOWHERE 
T THE END NEARER-- : oe 
xe WHERE ---WHERE'D 


L--E OWE MAY LIFE 


| a rr in 
Gr \ 
% 9 r 3 A \ ' 


a - \ a 
x att . c :: PP y/ 


ys TeeTH! IT VAS 14% ANDO WAR u ! SO MUCH DEPENDED 
THE BPRS ee, Eis NORATH'S SUBSTITUTE FOR HEA ATE Ane TeRReLe TANG MEPEENEOT 


“DAY WORLD ENDED: 


1 DION'T THINK THE ARMY WOULD ACCEPT A THE YOUNG, LIKE YOU, LUTHER, WILL BE THE SOLDIERS, 
MAN WITH THREE CHILDREN ANDO A WIFE/ THE AIRMEN: MES AMEN! AND WE SCIENTISTS WILL 

BUT THEY SAID THAT WHEN WAR COMES, FIGHT OUR WAR IN THE LABORATORIES! WELL, DORIS, 
4VERY ABLE-BODIEO MAN WOULD HAVE ARE YOU PROUD OF YOUR HUSBAND AND YOUR FATHER 2 


TO SERVE ONE WAY OR ANOTHER! 


WHAT HAVE I TO BE PROUD Y YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND, 7 'D MIND WHAT FUTURE, 
OF? MY HUSBAND, A SOLDIER! ] OUR SOURCE OF SUPPLY OF MY VOLUNTEERING TO FIGHT FOR { LUTHER? WHAT WILL 
HEAVY WATER IS BLOCKADED OUR COUNTRY, DORIS..,FOR OUR BE LEFT IF WAR 
BY THE ENEMY! THE EAST HAS CHILDREN’S FUTURE! COMES? 
SUBSTANCE TO MAKE ALL IT NEEDS! UNLESS I CAN 
SURE WAR W1LL GO ON! PROVIDE A SUBSTITUTE, WE CAN'T 
DEFEND OURSELVES! 


WHAT KINO OF A WORLD WOULD if THEN [ WISH THE WORLD YOU'VE BEEN VERY 1 OWE YOU LOYALTY, EX'C, Bur 
BE IF A HEARTLESS ENEMY WOULD END SUDDENLY! AT QUIET, ELSA! HAVE tf Also HATE WAR, AS ANY 
SHOULD WIN THE WAR? LEAST THERE'D BE NO YOU NO OPINION ON WOMAN DOES! AT ANY RAT! 

IT WOULD 8& THE END SUFFERING! ALL THIS? MY OPINION WIL! NOT STOP IT, 
OF OUR WAY OF LIFE! 


aS 
Z Uj Z| 


ALL RUSHED OUT AND STOOD GAPING WITH AWE AS THE 
oe FANTASTIC SOLVENT ATE A GREAT PIT BELOW AND AROUND 1 
THE BIG LABORATORY BUILDING... 


IT HAPPENED JuST A FEW DAYS LATER! THAT MORNING, ERIC 
NORATH WAS IN HIS LAB WITH HIS ASSISTANT! 


THE NEW MIXTURE, OR, I'VE DEVELOPEC A 
NORATH.., IT HAS EATEN SOLVENT! QUICKLY, OUT 
1TS WAY THROUGH THE VAT! OF HERE! RUN FOR YOUR 


WHEN WILL IT STOP? NEVER HAVE I SEEN ANYTHING =~ 
SEE HOW IT’S DISSOLVINS LIVES! 


WHERE WILL IT STOP? 4 WORK SO SWIFTLY! JUST AN HOUR, 
AND SEE WHAT HAS HAPPENED! /¥ 
MUST BE STOPPED; 


THE TILE FLOOR! 


Rey 

WITHIN A DAY, THE SOLVENT HAD EATEN OR. ERIC NORATH WAS ONE OF THE FIRSTTO ERIC LOOKED GRAVELY, GRIMLY AT HIS 
AWAY SEVERAL SQUARE MILES OF EARTH, ADVISE HIS COLLEAGUES OF THE DANGER OF COLLEAGUES... 

AND THE ABYSS IT LEFT WAS ESTIMATED HIS DISCOVERY... 


TO GE SOME 25 MILES DEEP! FIRST, TOWNS DIRECTLY \ ALL NATIONS? 
IN THE PATH OF DANGER | YOU SEEM TO 
MUST BE EVACUATED! J FORGET, DR. 
THEN, THE ENTIRE «NORATH, WE/RE 
WORLD MUST BE ON THE BRINK OF 
INFORMED, FoR WAR! ANYTHING 
THIS CONCERNS WE SAY TC THE 
|ALZ NATIONS! ENEMY WILL BE 
CONSTRUED AS 
A TRICKS 


THREE DAYS HAVE PASSED! THE END 
ALREADY THAT GAPING HOLE \ OF THE 
1S APPROACHING AHUNDRED } worRLo! 
FOOT DEPTH! A LARGE TOWN } BUT THERE 
1S THREATENED/ BUT THIS Is / MUST BE 
ONLY THE BEGINNING! SOMETHING 
GENTLEMEN, UNLESS WE WE CAN DOs 
FIND SOME WAY TO STOP 
THE SOLVENT, {T WILL MEAN 
THE DISSOLUTION OF THE 

ENTIRE EARTH! : 


ING TO ALL THE WORLD WAS € 2EETED NEMY. VY SUSPECTED 
even r CONFLICT TILL THE FAMOUS SVIENTIST ATH MIGHT SUCCEED IN PRODUCING HEAVY 


Tv 
MEANWHILE, THE GOLVENT'S DESTRUCTION SPREAD THROUGH TOWNS AND COUNTRYSIO 


ERIC MADE A WORLDWIDE APPEAL VIA rr A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE EAST ARRIVED 

INTERCONTINENTAL TELEVISION...BUT IN f aAteical LET THEM Show HA Ting | IN AMERICA WITHIN 24 HOURS...HE WAS 

ENEMY CAPITALS THERE WAS ONLY GREAT GAPING CHASM! LET HiM SEE | All BUT SPEECHLESS AS HE BEHELD 
SCORN FOR HIS WORDS». FOR HIMGELE HOW OUR EARTH IS BEING |. «THE AWFUL SIGHT... 


N AWAY! 
ceils ike : ; IT'S NOW 300 MILES WIDE 
Een =) AND WE'VE SOUNDED THE 
DEPTH AT TWICE THAT 
DISTANCE! I'VE CALCULATED 
THAT EARTH WILL BE NO 
MORE AFTER ANOTHER MONTH! 


= 
a 
‘ 


UNLESS SOMETHING ) L/AR! SEE HOW THEY 
1S DONE SOON, OUR PLAY FOR TIME! IT'S 
AN ADMISSION THEY 


S| Ad 
THE EAST's EMISSARY LEFT FOR HOME AT ONCE WITH HIS 


ASTONISHING REPORT. 
OUR ALLIES MUST BE INFORMED 
AT ONCE! EVERY SCIENTIST AND 
ENGINEER WE HAVE MUST 
CONCENTRATE ON ENDING THIS 
TERRIBLE THREAT TO OUR 
EXISTENCE! 


DR. NORATH SAID T 
WORLD WILL VANISH BY 
THE END OF THE MONTH! 


SHIPLOADS OF SCIENTISTS ARRIVED IN THE 
WEST FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD! EVERY 


ACTION 


AS THE FANTASTIC SOLVENT REMOVED THE EARTH FROM 
BENEATH IT, THE TANK TUM 


FIVE HOURS LATER... 


(T'S STOPPED! DR. NORATH HAS 

FOUND A CHEMICAL TO SOL 

THE SOLVENT! THE WORLD. IS 
SAVED! 


\ ; < \ 

L & mS : 
GREAT LESSON, WHOSE HAPPY RESULTS KEPT GROWING 

aoe oh “WITH BACH PASSING DAY.» 

LS 


AND. NOW THAT THE WORLD HAS FOUND IT 

RATIONS Io SURE 70 Paes INTERNATIONAL 
iT 

a “DISARMAMENT! . 


HYDROGEN WEAPONS D BEEN 
HOARDED FOR WAR WERE NOW USES IN AN 
EFFORT TO SOUNTERACT, THE SOLVENT’S 

IT WAS ALL IN VAIN«+s 


Saeittn 


“ THAT SAME NIGHT, THE ELECTRIFYING NEWS WAS TELECAST 
BLED MILES DOWN, SPLIT OPEN, . TO THE 
{TS CONTENTS SPREADING AND COMBINING WITH THE SOLVENT! 


“| RIGHT ALONG EXACTLY Hi 
FROM 


WORLD... 


THE VERY MAN RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CATASTROPHE, DR, 
ERIC NORATH,IS NOW HAILED BY EVERY NATION ON EARTH 
AS A GREAT HERO! WHAT A LESSON 
ie THIS HAS BEEN FOR THE WORLD! 


THERE SEEMED TO B& BUT ONE OTHER PERSON ON EARTH 
WHO UNDERSTOOD, WHO Spee! WHAT WAS IN HER HUSBAND'S 


ae 


YOU DELIBERATELY MADE THAT SOLVENT, V e154, MY DEAREST.» 
¢ AND YOU'VE KNOWN I DON'T KNOW 
OW TO STOP IT 
DISSOLVING THE EARTH! YES... 
YOU KNEW HOW TO STOP WAR 
FROM COMING! 


WHAT YOURE 
TALKING ABOUTS 


— 


Uc SEEING EYE! 


THE DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYEE PSYCWOLOGY AT THE SHE PASSED ALL OF THE TESTS BEAUTIFULL) 
PENTAGON ~~ TTHIs WOMAN WORKS J WELL ViSIT HER| [ODD--HER RESPONSES WOULD INDICATE] LETS STAY 
ON THE NIGHT SHIFT IN THE 4 ON THE JOB AND] | THAT SHES COMPLETELY NORMAL 
CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS SECTION. ) GIVE HER THE | | BUT THEN THERE'S THAT STRAN 
Tar AND SHE INSISTS THAT EACH A ROUTINE 
MIDNIGHT. A STRANGE 
WAVERING BEARDED 
MAN ENTERS 
THROUGH A 
LOCKED 


Err LIZ 


THE CRUCIAL HOUR CAME- 


THEY HAD TO GIVE HER SEDATIVES TO QUIET HER- 
‘SEE FITS MIDNIGHT, AND = TCH, TCH---T0O BAD! 
NOBODY'S COME. CONFESS PERHAPS SHE'D BE BETTER 
THAT YOU WERE UMAG/NIMG. OFF IN AN INSTITUTION--- 

| SEEING THINGS WHEN, 
ALEEEE: 


HE'S HERE! CANT 
SEE - 


CAN EVEN SEE US EXCEPT 
FOR THAT POOR WOMAN, 
SAND WHO WILL, 
EVER BELIEVE 
HERE 


Ny } 
FIND 50 THE MAN FROM ANOTHER DIMENSION 


VANISHED INTO THE NIGHT---UN5SEEN BY EVERYONE EXCEPT) 
THE WOMAN WHO DIDNT KNOW SHE WAS A AME DMCA WITH THE, 


| BEEING EVE NECESSARY TO PLUMB THe LWKNO WM, 


COMPANION 
COMICS IN 
THIS SERIES 


AVAILABLE MONTHLY 


* 


SUSPENSE 
SINISTER TALES 
CREEPY WORLDS 
SECRETS OF THE UNKNOWN 
* 


UNCANNY TALES 
* 
ASTOUNDING STORIES 


* 


PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW 


